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FAiscellanies. ROMISH HIERARCHY. | 
a enn en ee ee a Gur last paper contained a notice of the German 
{From the Truth Teller . 


A CATHOLIC LEGEND. 

The scene of the following vereesis still pointed out | 
by the Irish eee | : it is said the mark of the | 
steed’s hoofs may still be seen deeply indented in | 

the rock on which it alighted. Tie event is said | 

to have taken plaee during the persecution under 

Cromwell. 

Hail to that glorious spirit, which inspires 
The mind of man to dare, with fearless strain, 

The Gercest tortures of the bigot’s fires, 

The utanvst reaching of his direst pain ! 

Hor give the guidance of hia cohscience rein 
Unto his will, nor tamely bow beneath 

HisBack’ning maxk—more cursed than shat of Cain— 

And bear a heart unworthy of the breath 

(ithe fee breast of heaven !—a heart of ‘ living death !? 


Pom, topless Ein ! what is she ? a blot 
Upon the fair expanse of memory ; 
Alosthoome canker on bright freedom’s thought ; 
A form clad in the weeds of misery. 
Unto whatever hour we turn the eye 
, Ofher drear darkened time, what meets the view ? 
The ruthless fiend of blood, exultingly : 
Upon her prostrate breast ! his native hue 
Bed with the tide of life, which streamed her bosom 
through! 
Among the free horn children of the carth, 
The offspring of her bosom dare not stand : 
A vever-wearing biot attends their birth ; 
They are encompassed by a cruci band, 
O’er which thgis spirits never can expand, 
And roam throughout creation, bold and free ; 
Among them come. oppressiou’s borrid hand, 
Full of the dreadful stings of misery, 
To tear their swelling heaste, even as its will may be ° 
The fiends of blood with deadly thoughts pursued 
A lonely Catholic pricet—because his creed 
Ran not as theirs—their wild (-rocious mood, 
, A thirst forCatholic blood had him decreed 
On the dark hearth of bigotry to biced ! 
Oaward, across the wold he swiftly fled, 
Now dashed the rowels in his panting steed, 
Now upwards raised to Heaven his holy head, 
Tosave him from the fate that after him swift sped ! 
It was a fearful fime of blood and wo ! 
Eack moment with the groan of death was fraught ! 
The men, whose spirits breathed the fervid glow, 
Of dear humanity and peaceful thought, 
Were slain upon the Altar’s holy spot ! 
. Driven by the sweeping flame ang deadly groan, 
Tee quiet paths of solitude they sought, 
Where generous sheltering nature dwells alone, 
- Andgourned the glory of their land for ever gone ! 


Yea, for their conscience and their country’s cause— 
j Which are inseparable in every breast 
‘That hath hot spurned at nature’s dearest lawe— 
Beweath the face of heayen they made their rest, 

da nothing but theiy souls’ aspirings blest ! 

» Yet, stretched upon the céld and barren heath, 
They felt their spirit could not be represt ; 

They felt that for the glory of their faith, 

» smilingly, could dare the blackest gaze of death ! 


Unto the mountain path, which o’er the breast. 
Of Kellora’s bright lake does darkly soar, 
The priest pursned his flight with eager baste ; 
i followed fiercely swift by those who ewore 
ing steel to redden with his gore ! 


Hlele& them far behind, the mountain air 


pedia; and its condoc-§ New vigor to his stecd’s high bosom bore, 
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And in the hurry of his wild career, 
is swoln breast drank the breeze, almost devoid of fear. 
Alas ! within his course thére lay a deep 
Broad mighty chasm, that cleft the mountain-way— 
eeming ns if *twould bush, in endless slecp, 
Tea heart in which dwells the temerity 
‘Toladk won its front, which awfully 
Gemmed ‘cross the path: Ne wandering streamict 
rushed 
Adown its breast, which black and savage lay ; 
Nor ever in the day’s embraces blushed— 
dod on its drear expanse silence Jay deeply hushed. 
Upon its scowling front, dark torn crags showed 





are freq Their forms, in deesolation’s stern embrace ; 
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4 ion ae R And down its horrid bosom fierce rocks bowed 

drid ; Ones R Their heads into an awful emptiness ! 
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Itwas a scene on which the rude impress 
Was deeply stamped of dark eublimity :— 
Neught flourished there the peaceful eye to bless ; 
But Kellora’s fair take you might desery 
in the space below, beaming most placidly : 
Living within that gloom, it does appear " 






















| &e. the whole { 
sed, amended, imp or Like some fair damsel, whom strange fate has thrown 
Oaaabetdl es fg tid men of cavage mood—whose features wenr 
yORKS. ea . A gloomy, rugged, and eternal frown ; 
all. Tales of. * To Mer gentle spirit dwelling all alone, 

lates to the ; " i 
am shall Lave the Nor mingling with the stony hearts around, 





@ sweet existence of iis own ; 


——— Wer eye of light bent on the lowly ground, 
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Wahe there alone her life’s pure brightness found ! 
% priest gazed on this barrier to his flight 
With a distracted eye ; the fiend Despair 
Ravaged Wis spirit with its hellish might— 
Around on every path he shot a stare 
Fearfully bright—no outlet did appear, 
Whereby he might escape—his brain grew wild 
He saw behind his foes their weapons tear 
1a wiumph—the life-tide within him hoile 
, : 4— 
acy, their deadly grasp alreads tonna him coiled ! 
Mat only for 3 moment does the sting 
Of madJening despair his sou! assait : 
oie is hands in holy fold together cling, 
Aud as he jocks on heaven's expansion pale, 























lic, S#AMEE We seems another being to exhale : 


Bis soul with mighty energy is filed— 

Pip Me thoughts have passed their mortal boundary frail— 
And in Heaven’s glorious presence have been thrilled, 
' all his mortal dcubts acd trembiings have been 
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7. + Stless eye he dares that chisin’s frown, 
Uadau vedly he stands upon ite brink ; 

t does a moments gaze its blackness down, 

Make the high feeling of his mind to sink: _ 
can Heaven’s mighty spirit fesbly shrink ! 

Be smote hie steed, and on the calm air sprung— 

earth’s dark chain he seems a severed Jink— 

. Siely he lights that chasm’s broad rocks among— 
bis course he speeds, triumphant, free, and strong ! 

Mthinty furious foes behind, beheld 

tim spur his steed upon the frightful side 














swelled ! 
agony of denth—the gashes wide— 
their sight exulting were denicd ! 
jing they forward Tushed to drink his last 
ive shrieks, ne life’s etheral tide 


blast ! ‘ 


Who can tell their guise when they perceived 
f nt o’er their bearts’ swoln strain, the prey 
they had almost in their €rasp believed ! 


lathed in his pale and calm array ! 
+ May the heavenly Power for ever blight 
~ designs! Oh! may his holy say 

tuide each upright heart in the despite 
a that hinder man, his chasen conscience light ! 
this day the spot on which the steed 

x » Still retains the impress 
Sus Geen hoofe—Heaven’s fiat has decreed 
Na Pt, Where nature savagely does sicep, 
Thoegh o'er it the rude dashing rai i 
dane o i$ rain be driven, 

Wild winds of night along it sweep, 


ny ®gainst their i iven :— 
ant power it aye has striven : 








-| tions. 


black depth—their breasts with madness 


Perth from the heart by death’s fierce grappling cast, 
Swell upon the gloom up to the heaven’s free , 
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poet Herder, copicd from the American Quarterly 
Review. We give below a chapter from his 
* Philosophy of ihe History of Man,” upon the 
Romi-h Hierarchy. We can recommend the arti- 
cle as being upon a subject of the deepest interest 
to this community, at least to such portion of it as 
are opposed to the Calvinistic Hierarchy which is 
now struggling for an existence. We see below 
the measures adopted by the ancicnt Papal powers ; 
acomparison with those now pursued only proves 
that the measure are d»eper in proportion to the 
more enlightened comnmunity with whom the lead- 
ers have to contend ; the end and objects are simi- 
lar,—temporal with spiritual authority ; the success 
of the two will be different in history, We have 
the experience of past ages, and therefore ages 
hence will not read with astcnishment the ac- 
counts of our bigotry and superstition ; for no such 
hierarchy can have an existence. The history of 
our tines will convey a lesson to posterity ,—to am- 
bitious priests,—to deluded followers,—to slumber- 
ing communities. But we are substituting our own 
remarks for those of Herder, an exchange by no 
means ‘ikely to please our readers. . There gis a 
fascination in some parts of his writings, which 
adds great interest to tls details of history. 


When a man designs to erect an edifice, 
he usually makez a sketeh of the structure, 
before he lays its foundations; bat this ie 
seldom the case with the work of the polit- 
ical architect, which is left to time to com- 
plete. It may be doubted, whether the 
most unremitting attention could ever have 
Leen sufficient, to raise Ube spiritual great- 
nessof Rome. The hishops, that wore the 
Roman mitre, differed as much as any other 
potentates ; and there were unpropitions 
times for the ablest operators. . But it was 
the policy of this see, to turn to account 
even these unpropitions periods, and the 
faults both of its enemies, and of its pre- 
ceding occupiers: and by this policy it at- 
tained its grandeur and stability. Out of 
humerous circumstances of history, let us 
consider a few,with the principles on which 
the greatness of Rome was erected. 

The very name of Rome itself says a 
great deal: the ancient queen of the world, 
the head and the crown of nations, inspired 
her bishops with the desire of being also 
the i¢ ad of nations after their manner. No 
tales of the episcopacy and martyrdom of 
Peter would have had such _ political effects 
at Antioch, or Jerusalem, as in the flourish- 
ing church of ancient, immortal Rome: for 
how much did the bishop of this revered 
city find, that could not fail to exalt him al- 
most against his will! The ineradicable 
pride of the Roman penple, to which so 
inany emperore were obliged to yield, lifted 
him on their shoulders ; and inspired hin, 
the pastor of the first people upon earth, 
with the thought of studying science und 
politics, inthis their high school, to which 
even in Christion times men journcyed for 


jewel, and readily sacrificed to it the blood 
of the nation, were they who raised the ar- 
rogance of the pope to its most tremendous 
height. Without a German emperor, and 
the wretched constitution of his empire, 
Hildebrand would never have arisen : and 
“even now the constitution of Germany ren- 
ders it the pillow of the Roman tiara. 

As heathen Rome was happily situate for 
its conqnests.so was Christian Rome. From 
the North Sea and the Baltic, from the 
Fuxine and the Wolga, came numerous na- 
tions,whom the bishop of Rome must final- 
ly sign with his orthodox cross, if they 
would live in peace in this orthodox region : 
and those, who came not of their own ne- 
cord, he tonk care to seek. He sent prayers 
and incense to the nations ; in return for 
which they dedicated gold and silver to his 
use, ard endowed his numerous servants 
with woods and fields. But their most val- 
nable present was their raw, unprejudiced 
hearts; which sinned the more, as they ac- 
quired the knowledge of sin ; and received 
from hin catalogues of offences, that his 
absolutions might become requisite. Thus 
the keysof St. Peter came into employ ; 
but never did they turn without 4 fee. What 
a fine inheritance for the clergv were the 
lands of the Goths, Allemans, Franks, An- 
gles, Saxons, Danes, Swedgs, Flavinns, 
Poles, Prussians, and Hungarians! The 
later these people entered into the kingdom, 
of Heaven, the dearer were they obliged to 
pay for admission; and not unfrequently 
their land and Jiberty were the price. The 
farther they lay to the north, or to the east ; 
the more tardy was their conversion, and 
the more ample their gratitnde. The great- 
er the difficulty with which a nation was 
led to the faith, the more firmly did it learn 
to believe. At length the fold of the Rom- 
ish bishop extended to Greenland, and 
stretched from the Dwina and the Nieper 
to the extreme promontory of the west. 
Winifred, or Boniface, the converter of 
the Germans, raised the authority of the 
pope over bishops situate out of his diocese 
to a much higher piteh, than any emperor 
could have done. Asa bishop in a land ef 
infidels be had taken an oath of fealty to 
the pope, which persuasion or assumption 
afterwards extended to other bishops. till 
at length it became alaw in all Catholic 
kingdoms. The frequent division of coun- 
tries under the Carlovingian race likewise 
changed the limits of episcopal. dioceses, 
and afforded the pope abundant opportuni- 
ties of exercising his authority in them. 
ane the collection of decretals of the 
Pseudo-Isidorus, which firat appeared pub- 
licly in these times of the Carlosingians, 
probably in the interval hetween the Frark 
and Germanic empires, being permitted to 
pass as valid, from inattention, artifice, and 
ignorance, at once established nll the grow- 





instruction in the Roman jurisprudence ; 
that, like the ancient Romans he might rule 
the world by bis laws and ordinances. The 
pomp of pagan worship glared in hiseycs ; 
and as this was connected with the sove- 
reign power in the Roman constitution, the 

ple expected io ite Christian bishop, 
likewise,tive aticient pontifer marimus, arus- 
pex, and augur. Accustowmed’ to triumphs, 
festivals, and ceremonials of state, they 
gladly saw Christianity emerging from 
graves and catacombs into temples worthy 
of the Roman greatness ; anil thus Rome 
became a second time the gead of nations, 
by means of its feativals, rites, and iustitu- 











Rome early displayed its legislative poli- 
cy, hy inculcating the unity of the church, 
purity of the doctrine, orthodory, and catho- 
licism,on which it was necessary the church 
should be built. £ven so early as the sec- 
ond century, Victor had the boldnese to re- 
fuse acknowledging the Christians of Avia 
as his brethren, because they would not 
celebrate Easter at the same time with 
bim : nay, the first division between'Jew- 
ieh and. heathen Christians was probably 
terminated by Rome, where Pau! and Peter 
lay peaceably interred. This spirit of an 
universal doctrine maintained itself in the 
Romish see; and though some of the popes 
themselves are scarcely free from the itn- 
putetion of heresy, their successors always 
contrived to take a turn, and re-enter the 

alo of the orthodox church. Rome never 
vowed to heresy, though often threntened 
hy it: the eastern emperors,the Ostrogoths 
and Visigoths, the Burgundians and the 
Lombards,were Arinus ! sume of these goy- 
‘ erned Rome; yet Rome remained Catholic. 
| At length it separated ineeit without cerse 
mony from the Greek church, thongh this 
was almost halfa world. This foundation 
lofen immoveabie purity and universality 
lof doctrine, professing to rest on scripture 
i and tradition, must necessarily acquire and 
support the superstructure, under favora- 
ble circuimsiznces, of the throne of a spirit- 
uni pidee, 
| Such favorable circumstances occurred. 








the empire was divided, and overrun by 
barbarians ; and Rome had been repeatedly 
taken and plundered ; its bishop had more 
than onte, opportunities of being its cetiv- 
erer. He was the father of the abandoned 
metropolis; and the barbarians, who ven- 
erated the majesty of Rome, respected its 
chief priest. Auila retired ; Genseric sub- 


Long did he hold the balance between 
Greeks and barbarians : he hadthe art to 
divide, that he might afterwards govern. 


Catholic France to assist him: he crossed 


liverer more than he had asked, his episco- 


one emperor, one 





wo of nations. 


| Sors expected still more. 


jhad given to them. 


After the emperors had left Ltwaly ; when 


mitted ; enraged Lombard kings fell at his 
,| feet, even befare he was lord of Rome. 


And when this policy of division would no 
tonger succeed, he had already prepared his 


the mountains, and obtained from his de- 


ey eocmed ti : | pal city, with all the cities of the exarchate. 

pare of madness, whom Diamfy | At nest Charlemagne became emperor of 
fo Rome; and now the word was, one Rume, 
pope ! three inseparable 
names, tgenceforward to work the weal and 
Unheard of liberties were 
{taken by the Roman bishop even with the 
' son of his benefactor; and his later succes- 
He interfered 
| between the emperors,issued his commands 
tad wondrous mark should ever keep, _| to them, deposed them, and tore fron their 
brows the crown, which he conceived he 
Tie open-hearted 


more service to the pope than ten imperial 
diplomas: and indeed ignorance and super- 
stition in general, with which the whole 
western world was deluged, formed the 
deep and extensive sea, into which the net 
of St. Peter was cast with ample succesa. 
The political abilities of the Roman bish- 
Ops Were moat eminently diaplayed, in the 
art With which they turned the most an- 
promising circumstances to their advan- 
tage. gs | were they oppressed by tle 
emperors of t 

the west: and yet Constantinople was first 
obliged to allow them the rank of universal 
bishops, and Germary at last to cede to 
them ,the investiture of the spiritual order 
of theempire. The Greek church separat- 
ed itself: and by this, too, the pope profit- 
ed ; for in it he could never have obtained 
that authority, fur which be strove in the 
west, and which he was thus enabled, to 
render the more compact. Mohammed ap. 


the south of Europe ; they even cruised in 
the neighborhood of Rome, and attq@npted 
to land. These calamities, likewise, were 
of inestimable value to the pope who well 
knew how tv avail himself of the feebleness 
of the Greek emperors, and the danger 
which threatened Europe ; taking the field 
as the deliverer of Italy,and thenceforward 
assuming to himself the standard of Chris- 
tendom against all infidels. A fearful spe- 
cies of war, which he had the power to 
enforce by bans and interdictions, and in 
which he was not merely the herald, but 
often both treasurer and commander in 
chief. He likewise tarned to account the 
- successes of the Normans ngaiust theArabs; 
investing them with lands, to which he had 
j iho Hight; and by meansof them eccuring 
his rear, that he might $e at full liberty, to 
carry on his operations in front. So true it 
is, that he advances farthest, who knows 
not in the beginning how fer be shall ad- 
vance, but avails himself with steady prin- 
ciple of every circumstance, that time 
throws in his way. 
Let us impartially exhibit some of these 
principles, pursued by the court of Rome 
to its no small advantage. 


could lead the. human mind, and every 
thing conduciye tv this end Rome got into 
her ow @fands. 


able. 


he could not want. 
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| Germans, who for three hundred and fifty | 
wear or barm that glorious work of Heaven ! | 





ing abuses of recent times on the husis of 
ancient authority. ‘This single book was of 


he east, und often by those of 


peared : the Arabs subdued a great part of 


I. The sovereignty of Rome rested on faith: 
To this System pertained every thing, that 


From his mother’s womb 
to the grave, nay beyond it in the flames of 
Purgatory, aman was in the power of the 
church, from which he could net withdraw 
himself, without being irremediably miser- 
The church moulded his head : the 
ehurch disturbed and calmed his heart. 
Confession placed io her hands the keys 
of his secrets, of his conscience, of every 
thing that ke carried in or about him. All 
his lifetime the believer remained a pupil f , 
under her discipline : and in the article of | the fruitful tree of the human species, he 
death she bound him with sevenfold bonds, | as engrafted into the barren evergreen of 
the more liberally to loose the penitent and | the church ; and his honor was thencefor- 
the liberal. This was equally the case with | ward its honor, his profit its profit; no 
the king and the beggar, the soldier und the | change of mind, no tepentance, for him, till 
monk, the husband und the wife: master | his slavery was terminated by death. | 
neither of his reason, nor of his conscience, | recompense the church opened to these, its 
every one was doomed to be led,and guides | vassals, an ample field of reward, a lofty 
Now as man is un in- | ladder, leading them, though servants, to, _ c 
dolent animal, and, when once accustomed | wealth and exteneive commard, to domin- | ries of combustion between f which the 
to have kis mind under spiritual direction, | icn over all the free and great ones of the | learned world is at present divided ; La- 
cannot easily dispense with it, but rather ‘earth. Itheld out honors to tempt the am- | voister’s,and that Intely proposed by Berze- 
commends tis soft yoke to his posterity, as , bitiovs, devotion to stimulate the devout, | lius. He then gives an account of the the- 
the pillow of a sick soul; the dominion of | and for every one his proper bait and re- | ories proposed for the explanation of the 
the church was hereby interwoves most in- ward. This legislation, too, has this pe- | phenomenon in question. 

timately into the believer's frame. With | culiarity ; that, as long asa fragment of it | ‘ { n 
years visited Rome for the sake of this his reason and conecience she had every ‘ remains, the whole exists: and, with each taneous comustions have imagined 
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PLE MUST STAND OR FALL TOGFETHER.—HU ME. 


“Ea LAXY. 











thing in her power: it was a trifle, that, 
suwing ber spiritual seed, she reaped his 
temporal harvest ; she was enrely the heir 
of him whom resignation had stamped her 
sole property during life. 

2. To guide this faith, the church employed 
not the greatest, the most tmportant means, 
but the least, and most comprehensible ; well 
knowing how little satiefies men’s devotion. 
A crucifix, a picture of Mary and her child, 
amass, a rosary, promoted her object more 
than many refined reasonings would have 
done: and even these implements she 
managed with the most fragal diligetice. 
Where a mass was sufficient, it was vot 
wecessary to eat the Lord’s supper: when 
a low mass would answer the purpose, high 
mass wae not required : if a man ate the 
tranaubstantiated bread, he might dispense 
with the transubstantiated wine. This 
economy afforded the church oppertanity 
for innumerable indulgencies, and unex- 
pensive presents: for even the most frugal 
economist may he defied, to make more of 
alittle water, bread, or wine, a string of 
glass or wooden beads, a lock of wool, a 
tittie ointment, or a cross, than was made 
hy the church of Rome. It was the same 
with ritnale, prayers,and ceremonies. They 
were never invented and established in 
vain: old ceremonies remain, though new 
areiadapted to more madern iimes: pious 
posterity must and will be saved afier the 
manner of their fathers. Swill less has the 
chureh retracted any of the faults commit- 
ted by her: when too glaring, indeed, they 
have been artfully glossed over ; otherwise 
every thing has remained as it was, ani, 
when opportunity offered, not corrected, 
but enlarged. Before Heaven wae peopled 
with seints in this pradent wavy, the church 
was filled with wealth and miracles: and 
even with regard to the miracles of their 
saints the inventive powers of the narrators 
have been at little expense. Every thing 
was repeated, and built on the grand prin- 
ciples of the popular, the comprehensible, 
and the familiar : for the frequent and bold 
repetition of what is least credible chal- 
lenges belief, and atlength obtains it. 

3. With this principle of the smallest 
means the Romish policy contrived so to 
combine the most refined and the most gross, 
that it would he difficult'to exceed it in 
either. No one could be more humble, ca- 
joling, and suppliant, than the popes, in 
time of need, or towards those who were 
liheral, and prompt to serve them; at one 
time it is a tender father, at another St 
Perer, that speaks through their mouth ; 
but no one could write or act with more 
openness and vigor, with more coarsenesa 
und severity, when it was requisite. They 
never disputed, but decreed: anartful bold- 
ness, which pursues its own course, in spite 
of tears, or prayers, or demands, or threats, 
or defiance, or punishment, distinguishes 
the language of the Romish bulls, almost 
without a parallel. Hence the peculiar 
tone of the laws, maidates, and decretals 
of the church, in the middle ages, singularly 
different from the dignity of the ancient 
Roman legislation: the servant of Christ 
is wceustomed to speak to laics, or those 
under his immediate control, always cer- 
tain wf hie object, never. reteacting hie 
worts. This holy despotism, gtossed with 
paternal authority, bas done more than the 
empty courtesy of frivolus state policy, in 
which no one confides. It knew its object, 
and how obedience wis to be ensured. 


4. The Romish policy attached itself to no 
particulur object of civil society in preference : 


ul existed for tiself; it employed every thing, 
that was of use to it; it could annihilate 
every thing, that was an obstacle to it: fur 
it depended solely on iteelf. An ecclesias- 


service now lo science, How to morality and 
order, to agriculture, arts, or comusnerce, 
when it suited its purpose : but that papacy 
was never truly inclined to promote the 


vancement to an itwnproved form of govern- 
ment, and whatever is connected with it, 
is apparent from all the history of the mid- 
die ages. The best germe might be crush- 
ed, if it were at all dangerous: and the 
tore learned papist must conceal or accoimn- 
modate his knowledge, the moment it in- 
terfered with the eternal iuterest of the see 
of Rome. On the other hand, whatever 


pel muzinies, or donations of lands, were 
cherished and managed for the greater 
glory of God. In every movement the 
church was the fixed centre of the universe. 

5. The Romish political supremacy might 
employ whatever was conducive vo this object ; 
war and devastation, fire and sword, death 
and imprisonment, forged writings, perjury 
on the holy sacrament, inguisitorial tribu- 
faly ana imtérdictions, poverty and dis- 
grace, temporal and eternal misery. To 
stic up & country against ite prince, it might 
be deprived of all the means of salvation, 


Peter exercised au authority over the laws 
of God and man, over the rights of indi- 
viduals and of natious. 

6. And as all the gates of Hell were not to 
prevail against this edifice ; as this system 
of canonical ingtitutions, the power of the 
keys to bind and to loosen, the magic 
jhwer af holy signs, the gift of the spirit, 
transmitted from Peter to his successors, 
and those whom they consecrated, preach- 
ed nothing but eternity ; who can imagine 
amore deeply rooted empire? The cleri- 
cal order were its own, body and soul: with 
shaven heads, and irrevocable vows, they 
were its servants to eternity. The bond 


on a faith, that was to promote the good of 
men’s souls, both in time and in eternity. 





| wife, of father, and of heir: cutoff from 


tical state, which lived at the expense of 
all Christian states, could not fail to be of 


diffusion of genuiue knowledge, the ad- d 


promoted this interest, arts, tuxes, munici-. 


except at the hour of death: the keys of 


that connected the priest to the church was 
indissoluble : be was deprived of child, of 


individual maxim, ail must be followed : 
for it is the rock of Peter, froin which the 
fisherman casts his indestructiblenet ; it is 
the garment without seam, that can be 
the lot only of one, though soldicrs play 
for it. , 

7. And who was this one, at thp head of 
the sacred college at Rome? Never a 


the oath of fealty perhays iv his very cra- 
dle, and thereby vowed sulsmission to all 
his future freaks; never a playful boy,with 
whom men sought to creep into favor by 
indulging him in ali his youthful follies, 
that they might afterwards become the 
spoiled children of his caprice: a man of 
ripe years, or silvered with age,was clectec, 
already for the most part practised in the 
affairs of the church, and acquainted with 
the field, to which he was to appoint lar 
borers; or one closely allied with the 
princes of his time, and chosef at a critical 
period, precisely for the diffienlty, which 
he bad to surmount. He had but few years 
tolive, and no posterity for whom he could 
legitimately make provision: and if he did 
make provision for any, it waa but as a drop 
in the great ocean of the Catholic pontifi- 
cate. ‘Phe interest of the see of Rome was 
progressive : the experieysed ohi men was 
only set ap, that he algo might-put his 
haine to what im been done. Many popes 
sunk under the burden: others, versed in 
law and politica, bold and steady, perform- 
ed more in a few yeurs, thau a weak gov- 
ernment could have accomplished in balfa 
century. Were only the most eminently 
great and worthy popes to be enumerated, 
they would present a long catalogue of 
names, inany of which muat excite our re- 
gret, that they who hore the:4 could not be 
employed to some other purpose. Fewer 
effeminate debauchees by far have worn 
the Roman tiara than secular crowns ; and 
of many of these the faults are striking only 
because they were the faults of popes. 





[From an English Journal.) 
ON THE SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION OF 

HE HUMAN BORY. 

On the 12th May 1828, M. Julia Fontenel- 
le read, in the Academy of Seiences at Par- 
is, u memoir entitled, Recherches Chimiques 
et Medicales sur les Combustions Humaines 
Spontanees. 

The observations which form the sub- 
ject of this memoir are highly deserving of 
attention, In fact, besides the interest 
which they are capable of exciting from 
their very nature,they afford anew example 
of one of those phenomena, the existence 
of which has, in these latter times, been 
questioned, sulely because, while they are 
very singular and difficult to be accounted 
for, they are algo of such rare occurrence, 
that they can only be authenticated by an 
aggregate mass of evidence, which evi- 
dence, although sufficient toinduce convic- 
tion, may be rejected by those who are 
prejudiced, or do not give themselvés the 
trouble ofduly estimating their value. 

Are there really’ spontaneons combus- 
tions of the human body ? Such is the first 
question which the author cxamines,and be 
resolves it by the affirnative. Fifteen ob- 
servations of spontaneous combustions, 
which be succassively relates, enable bin, 
bot only to establish the incontestable reali- 
ty of the phenomenon, but also to make 
known the principal circumstances which 
aceompahy its manifestation. In eum- 
moning up these circumstances, he—re- 
marks : 

1. That persons, who have been destroy- 
ed by spontaneous combustion, have, for 
the most part, been immoderately addicted 
to the use of spritous liquors. 

2. That this combustion is almost al- 
we geveral, but that it may be only par- 
tial. 

3. That it is much rarer in men than in 
women, and that the women in which it 
has been manifested, have almost all been 
aged; one woman only was seventeen 
f years of age, and in her the combustion 
was but partial. i 

4. That the body and viscera have al- 
ways been burnt, while the feet, the hands, 
and the top of the head, have almost always 
escaped. ~ 

5. Although it is demonstrated that sev- 
eral loads of wood are necessary for reduc- 
ing a dead body to ashes hy ordinary com- 
bustion, incineration ie effected iu sponta- 
ntncous combustions without the most 
combustible objects placed in the vicinay 
being burnt. In.one case there wos a ve- 
ry singular coiucidence of two persons be- 
ing cousumed atthe same time, in the same 
apartment, without the spertment or the 
furniture being burnt. 

6. It is not demonstrated that the presence 
ofa burning body is necessary for produc- 
ing spontaneous combustion of the human 
body ; onthe contrary there is every reason 
to believe the reverse. 

7. Water, so far from extinguishing the 
flame, seenis to render it more active 3 anid 
after the flame has disappeared, the inti- 
mate combustion continues to be effected. 

8. Spontaneous combustions have ap- 
peared more frequently in wiutér than in 
summer. 7 

9. No remedy has been found for gen 
combustion, but only for partial. 

30. Those who undergo spontaneous 
combustion are, the prey of violent inter- 
nal heat. 

11. Spontaneous combustion developes 
itself suddenly, and consuimes the body ina 
few hours. ; 

12. The parts of the body which are not 
consuined by it are attacked with sphace- 
lus. 

18. In individuals affected by epontane- 
ous combustion, there supervenes a putrid 
deterioration, which presently brings on 
gangrene. : 

14. The residuum of spontaneous combus- 
tion consists of greasy ashes, and so unctu- 
ous soot, both having a fetid odour, which 
diffuses itself equally through the _»part- 
ment, impregnating the furniture, and ex- 
tending to a great distance. 

The authors then explains the two theo- 





Most authors who have spoken of spon- 
they 







whimpering child, to whom man had taken | 
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\discovered an intimate relation between 
their manifestaiions and the immaderata 
use of sviritous liquors in the individuals 
j attacked. ‘They suppose that these liquors 
being continually in contaet with the siom- 
ach, penetrate through the tissues, and fill 
them up to saturation, in such @ manner 
; that the approach of a burning body is suf: 
ficient to induce combustion in them. 

M. Julia ‘Fontenelle does not consider 
this explanation satisfactory. He founde 
| his opinion, Ist, on the circumstance that 
there ie no proof of Mis alleged saturation 
of the organs in persons addicted tu the use 
of spirits; 2dly, on the circumstance thot 
this saturation itself would suffice to ren- 
der the body combuetible,—aad te demon: 
Strate this assertion, he gives the reedlt of 
several experiments, in which. he id vain’ 
tried to render ox-flesh imfammable by 
steeping it fur several months iv brandy 
and even ju alcohol and ether. ‘ 
Another explanation has been propased. 
Dr. Mare, and with lim several other phy-, 
stelnne, bem the fy of hy 
gue which takes place in groater. er. 
quantity in the intestines, yo heen led 
to imagine that a similar development may 
take place in otlvr parts of the hody, 


aod that the gasmigh dake fice on the Lb 


prosch of a burnin ned y 
tries! action produced by the electric fluid 


which might be developed ia the individu- 
als thus burnt. According to thig theory, 
MM. Lecet, Kopp, and Mare, suppose it 
subjects aFected hy spontaneous é¢embus- 
tion, 1. An idioelectric state ; 2. The devel- 
opment of hydrogen gas; 3 Its accumala- 
tion in the cetluter tissue. 

Thie latter explanation would appear to 
be confirmed by avery curious observation 
of M. Baillye. That physician, on opening 
in the presence of twenty puyils, a dead 
body, over the whole of which there was anv 
emphysema, which was greater in the low- 
er extremities than any where else, remark- 
ed, thet, whenever a ton itudinal incision 
was made, a gasescaped, which burned 
with a blue flaine. The puncture of the ab- 
domen yielded a stream of it More than six 
‘inches high. What was very remarkable, 
wag, that the gases contained in the intea- 
tines, no far from increasing the flame, ex- 
tinguished it. : 

M. Julia Fontenelle, for reasons similar 
to those which epee re y the 
first hy pothesis, iy of opinion that thé pre- 
sence oF hydrogen gas cannot be admitted 
asthe cause of spontaneous combustion. 
He foundsthis opinion more: agente sari A 
upon experiments in which he ia vata tried 
to render very thin slices of flesh combusti- 
ble, by keeping thent for three days ins 
mersed in pure hydrogen gas, in perearbus - 
etted hydrugen gas, and in oxygen ges. 

Lastly, he considers the opinion equally 
untenable, that spontaneous combustion of 
the human body is owing to a combustion 
of animal matter with the oxygemof the air, 
whatever may be the alterations. whiclt 
this matter may undergo: 1. Because a suf- 
ficien temperatute is not developed ; 2. Be- 
cause, admitting this combustion as real, 
the residuum would be charcoal, which 
conld only beinciverated at a red heat, 
while, on the contrary, Qere is nothing but 
-ashes ; 3. Because one of the products of 
spontaneous coinbustiun of the human bo- 
dy is en unctuoos substance, which the 
combustion of animal substance never 
yields ; 4. Beeause it scarcely yields any 
ammoniacal prodacte, while euch are al- 
ways produeed by snimal combustion. 

After thus rejecting all the hypotheses 
hitherto proposed, M. Julia Fontenelle eon- 
cludes that this phenomena isthe result of 
an internal decomposition, and is ahegeth- 
er todepepsant of the influence of external 
agents, e give his own words: 

“ We consider,” says he, “what are esll- 
ed spontancous combustions of the humar 
body, not as true combustions, bat as inti- 
mate and spontaneous reactions, witich de- 
pend upon new products originating frons 
a degeneration of the muscles, tendons, 
viscern, &c. These products, on aniting, 
present the same phenomena as copibos- 
tion, without one a the iufuenes of 
external agents, whet the 
effect of the opposite olestsicisier OF Setene 
liue, or by adducing in example'the iiflame 
mation of hydrogen, by ite contsct with 
chlorine, arsenic, or pulverised smimony, 
projected into this latter gas, ae. 

li may he objected, however, that what 
ever may be the cause which induces this 
combustion, the caloric disengaged ought 
to be considerable, and consequently should 
ignite all the objects in the neighborhoods 
We reply to this, that all combustible sab 
stances do not by any means dise ate 
equal quantity .of calorie My c 
Davy las shewn,that 2 metullic gauze, buy - 
ing 160 holes in the square inch, and made 
of wire one-siatieth of an inch jn, diametef 
is penetrated at the ordinary tempers 
hy the faine. of hydrogen gas, while it i# 
impernseable to that of alcohol wulers s 
gauze be very much heated. Acqd 
the same cheniist, gauze of this kittd, 
toa red heat, ilows the ff me ¢ 
gas to para throng) it, without 
armpits oe ee - a thee 
It is propable from t die 
arising from the degeneraiton'of bedy; 
may be very conbustibleywithoet tewerer 
disengaging as much cajore aanhe other 
combustible budies kgewny snd :@ithoud: 
leaving a sesiduam as the two lates gaases 5 
and, iu. fine, wence of opinion, that in some 
subjects, and chicfy in worsen, there existe 
a particular diathesis, ¥ Lich conjoined witht 
the asthenia occasioned by age, a Kfe of jit« 
tle activity, and the abuse of spisitous bis 
quora, may give rise to a spoutaneous com 
bustion. But we are far from considering 
as the material cause of this combustion, 
eithee alcohol, or Wy drogen, OF a myera- 
bundance of fat. Ifalcobo! plays a ptomi- 
nent part in this combustion, it is by con- 
tributing to its production ; that is to say, 
it produces along with the other causes 
mentioned, the degeneration of which we 
have spoken, which give risé to mew pro: 
ducts of a highly , natare, the 
reaction of which determines the combus- 
tion of the body. ; 

it isto be regretied that the olgervantions 
hitherto published are not more complete: 








ghete 


inay tend to throw ligt: upon 6 subject sa 
important im anthropolugy and mediced 
| jusieprudence. 





We propose to ourselves to evliect ail that 
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